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HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

                        MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

February 10, 2011 
Flag Salute

Sunshine Statement:

In compliance with the 'Open Public Meetings Law' the Regular Meeting was duly advertised by an annual notice sent to the News of Cumberland County and the Press of Atlantic City, on January 11, 2011. Notices were placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on the same date.  
Officials Present: Hankins, Facemyer, Freitag, Shoemaker, Ritter. Others Present: Sol. T. Henry Ritter, Sol. Matthew Ritter, Clerk E. Daddario, Treasurer Lois Buttner. Others: D. David Wilson Jr., D. David Wilson Sr., Gary F. Simmerman, Samuel J. Serata, Zarko Rajacich, Barhi Yilmaz, Reverend Dennis Williams, Brenda Williams, Bill Williams and Planning Board Member Alfred Caggiano, Jr.

Facemyer, seconded by Freitag, moved for Approval of Minutes of 1/27/11 Regular Meeting. Approved (5-0). 

Mayor Hankins recognized NJ State Police Officer, Brian Stanker, who updated the committee on recent break-ins at several Shiloh Pike businesses. The owners are currently being interviewed and detectives are following up on several leads. Officer Stanker suggested that area residents should question any suspicious vehicles or behavior and report it to the police. Any details including vehicle description, license plate information, race, clothing, direction of travel, gender, hair color, etc. could be very helpful information in apprehending suspects.
The Committee Members discussed an Ordinance draft regulating the Retail Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages in Hopewell Township. Opinions were offered on hours of consumption, Sunday sales, minimum seating requirements at the licensed premises, maximum bar area seating, license fees, etc. The Committee members requested public input before final decisions were made, therefore, no formal action was taken.
At 8:01pm the Mayor opened the meeting to PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS (Related to Ordinance Discussion). The following attendees voiced their concerns:

Reverend Dennis Williams – With the licensed establishment likely to be near residential areas, the affect on neighbors should be considered when establishing closing times. The tradition of Hopewell Township being recognized as a “family oriented” community should not be compromised.
Bill Williams - The yearly license fee should be set at the maximum allowed ($2,500). Owners must assume responsibility for over consumption by patrons.

D. David Wilson Sr. – Do not over regulate to the point that hampers the proprietor from running a profitable establishment.
Brenda Williams – The safety of township children should be considered in all related decisions. Hopewell Township’s draw is their reputation as a “family community”. It was her reason to purchase property here.

Samuel J. Serata – Owners of the licensed establishment, along with bartenders, assume civil and criminal liability for serving alcohol to intoxicated patrons. With respect to Sunday sales, he offered that not all religions recognize Sunday as their day of worship.
Gary F. Simmerman – As chairman of the Hopewell Township Economic Development Committee, he concurred that the direction from this meeting was in line with discussion and recommendations from his committee. He suggested that final decisions regarding the issuance of the Township’s only liquor license include consideration of the future affect on economic development.
At 8:38 pm, Freitag, seconded by Shoemaker, moved the meeting return to the AGENDA.

DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Administrator: Notice of pre-approval has been received for funds from the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program and the NJ Clean Energy Program. Details on the scope of work and the final grant amounts should be finalized in March, 2011. Clerk: distributed final 2010 Census Data showing the population of Hopewell Township at 4,571. Construction Department distributed 2010 Inspection Logs, January 2011 Permit Report, Annual Report of Permit Fees.
At the request of the NJ Department of Community Affairs, the joint construction office agreement between Hopewell Township and Greenwich Township was re-drafted with a four-year renewal period and a 60 day “opt out” clause.
Freitag, seconded by Facemyer moved to execute the revised contract and forward it to Greenwich Township officials for signing. Approved 5-0
Dog Registrar reports 78 Dogs Registered as of 2/10/11. Engineer will change the name of the entrance road into the Hopewell Township Business Park from “Downing Street Extension” to “Cassidy Court”. This will be done in conjunction with the pending sub-division of the property.
Public Works/Road: NJ Dept. of Transportation has sent notification of Municipal Aid grant denial for the resurfacing of Percy Blew Road and River Road, section 1. Planning and Zoning Boards: Minutes of the January 19th Planning Board Meeting, February 16th Planning Board meeting Agenda and notice of cancellation of the February Zoning Board Meeting were contained in the meeting packet. Tax & Sewer Collector distributed the January 2011 Cash Book Report ($873,013.60 incl. interest and $50,107.12 sewer) and the 2010 Annual Tax Collector’s Report.
A bill list dated 2/10/11 prepared by Treasurer Buttner was provided. Facemyer, seconded by Ritter, motion for Approval of bills totaling $913,073.03 on the prepared list (Including Payroll/Less Hankins Bill) was approved 5-0. 

Facemyer, seconded by Ritter, moved for Approval of Hankins Bill ($6.98). Approved 4-0 (Hankins Abstain).

The Mayor asked if there were any questions or comments and opened the meeting to PUBLIC COMMENTS. Zarko Rajacich requested further explanation on the 2010 Annual Report of Permit Fees. The report showed $29,420.00 collected for 2010 fees compared to $23,870.00 in 2009. There being no further public comment, at 8:53pm, Ritter, seconded by Shoemaker, moved the meeting to OLD BUSINESS.
OLD BUSINESS:
COAH: Solicitor T. Henry Ritter noted that New Jersey Senator Raymond Lesniak will introduce a revised Affordable Housing Bill before the end of February.
Developers of the Community Market Project in the Hopewell Township Business Park have submitted an application to the Planning Board and will be heard at their February 16th meeting.
Confirmation has been received from the NJ Department of Transportation confirming their responsibility for all project costs associated with improved Road Signage at Route 49 and Old Cohansey Road. Hopewell Township and Stow Creek Township will be responsible for all electric operating costs that are associated with the new flashing warning beacons within their respective municipalities.
NEW BUSINESS  
The following resolutions were approved:
RESOLUTION 11-23



       Authorizing 1/12 Appropriations of 2010 budget


WHEREAS, due to a delay in State Aid certifications and  no adequate provision being  made in the 2011 Temporary Appropriations for the aforesaid purpose, and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of a temporary appropriation for the purpose above mentioned, and

WHEREAS, the total temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2011 pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 95, P.L. 1951(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20) including this resolution total $763,532.86 in the Current Fund with $579,549.04 being the original temporary appropriations and an additional $183,983.82 being this Resolution appropriation; $120,350.00 is the total temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2011 in the Sewer Utilities Fund with $91,350.00 being the original temporary appropriations and an additional $29,000.00 being this Resolution appropriation.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20:

1.  A temporary total appropriation be and the same is hereby made in the amount of 

$763,532.86 for the  Hopewell Township 2011 Current Fund Budget and in the amount of
$120,350.00 for the Hopewell Township 2011 Sewer Utilities Fund Budget.                       

2. That said   appropriations (will be) provided for in the Hopewell Township 2011 Municipal Budget.

3. That one certified copy of this resolution will be filed with the Director of Local Government Services.
Motion by: Shoemaker





Second by: Ritter

Roll Call Vote: Hankins: Aye; Facemyer: Aye; Freitag: Aye; Shoemaker: Aye; Ritter: Aye
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP  RESOLUTION 11-24

Resolution Supporting Continued 

Open Space PILOT Funding

WHEREAS, the preservation of Open Space benefits all New Jersey citizens; and

WHEREAS, it does, however, impose costs on the citizens of the host municipality, denying them the economic, budgetary and property tax rate benefits of a developed ratable; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of these facts, the State of New Jersey has pledged to provide host municipalities with Payments In Lieu Of Taxes (PILOTs); and

WHEREAS, these PILOTs then serve two crucial public policy purposes - first providing property tax relief and second, promoting environmental protection; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of those dual benefits and of the lost opportunity costs imposed on the host municipalities, a long line of Governors, Legislatures and Commissioners of Environmental Protection have seen the fairness of consistently making the promised Payments In Lieu of Taxes; and

WHEREAS, the policy has been ratified by the citizens of New Jersey, who have, consistently approved ballot questions that would provide funding to meet Open Space PILOT needs; and

WHEREAS, in order to address other priorities, State policy makers have decided to impose immediate cuts in PILOT funding;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Hopewell Township Committee of Cumberland County as follows:

1.
That this Board does hereby call on all State policy makers to reaffirm their commitment to property tax relief, environmental protection and fiscal fairness by reversing the decision to cut Open Space PILOT funding.

2.
That copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to Governor Christie, Lieutenant Governor Guadagno, Environmental Protection Commissioner Martin, Community Affairs Commissioner Grifa, to the representatives of the Third Legislative District and to the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

Motion by:  Shoemaker





Second by: Ritter

Aye:  Hankins,  Facemyer,  Freitag,  Ritter, Shoemaker

Nay:  None

Absent:  None






Abstain: None
The following ordinance was approved upon introduction:




HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. 11-02




                2011 SALARY ORDINANCE
BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Hopewell, County of Cumberland and State of New Jersey, that the following salaries and wages be paid for the year 2011:

Section One






Salary Employees

$           

          

Mayor







13,000.00


Committee






  9,300.00          

Administrator/ Clerk                                             
55,900.00

Director Economic Development



  3,900.00

Tax Collector





            
36,113.66
Tax Assessor






32,206.62
Treasurer/CFO/Deputy Registrar



41,208.00

Admin.Secretary/Dog Registrar




20,612.24
Registrar Vital Statistics




  
  2,956.67
Township Solicitor





  5,500.00

Township Solicitor





  6,600.00

Planning Board Solicitor                                                                   3,500.00

Zoning Board Solicitor




               3,000.00

Zoning Officer/Board Liaison




  8,700.00

Zoning Assistant/Board Liaison



               2,500.00

Zoning/Planning Board Secretary



  8,447.64
Municipal Judge





  7,400.00

Court Administrator





20,696.72
Court Recorder





                  800.00
Planning/Zoning Board Recorder 



      66.67 per meeting
Construction Official/Bldg. Sub Code



18,200.00

Plumbing Sub Code Official




  7,500.00

Electric Sub Code Official




11,500.00

Fire Sub Code Official





  3,600.00

Construction Control Person




14,783.37
Code Enforcement Official




  3,100.00

Emergency Management Coordinator


  
  2,400.00

Fire Protection Official




  
  3,400.00

Public Works Manager





38,117.40

Senior Center Director



                          21,119.10**
  **Total (38.8%Reimbursed/Shared Service
Section Two
                                                                        Hourly Employees 
Temporary/ Part-Time Regular Employees

Minimum Wage to $45.00 p.hr.

Public Works Employees




  $  8.00 to $16.16 p.hr.

Public Works Employees w/CDL



  $11.50 to $19.87 p.hr.

Public Works (Landfill Employees)               
  $ 8.00 to $ 15.15 p.hr.  ***               
                                                         ***25% Reimbursed Shared Service
Motion: Facemyer

Second: Freitag
Roll Call Vote: Hankins: Aye ;  Facemyer: Aye ; Freitag:  Aye;  Ritter: ​​​ Aye ; Shoemaker: Aye
CDC: Mayor Hankins reported that all municipalities in Cumberland County (except Greenwich Township) are participating in a shared services study coordinated by Triad Associates. Data has been compiled and results have been tabulated. This information will be used for future discussion and recommendations. 
CORRESPONDENCE & NOTES & FILINGS include: The Ritter Law Office Sheriff’s Sale notice for #1 Oak Drive (January 31, 2011), NJ Department of Environmental Protection notice of open public comment period regarding drinking water intended use plan, NJ Office of Land Use Planning public notice for the public meeting for the Draft Sewer Service Area to the Lower Delaware, Verizon Franchise Fee received ($5,550.67), NJLM Governor signs A-2844 and S-1466 into law, Mayor’s Newsline Newsletter.
At 9:15pm Facemyer, seconded by Freitag, moved the meeting into EXECUTIVE SESSION for the purpose of discussing pending litigation.

At 9:29pm the meeting was returned to Open Session. 
There being no further business Freitag, seconded by Facemyer, motion to ADJOURN was approved by all. Mayor Hankins adjourned the meeting at 9:30pm.
Eugene Daddario, Municipal Clerk

cc: 

Committee,   

Township Bulletin Bd.,  

Sol. T. H. Ritter, Sol. Matthew Ritter
Final

AGENDA

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

                                          REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

February 10, 2011 

Flag Salute

Sunshine Statement:

In compliance with the 'Open Public Meetings Law' the Regular Meeting was duly advertised by an annual notice sent to the News of Cumberland County and the Press of Atlantic City, on January 11, 2011. Notices were placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on the same date.  

Roll Call: Township Committee:  Hankins, Freitag, Facemyer, Ritter, Shoemaker;   Others:

*Approval of Minutes of 1/27/11 Regular Meeting 

Treasurers Report: 

Township Committee Discussion: Resolution and Ordinance Drafts Regulating the Retail Consumption

                                                           Of Alcoholic Beverages in Hopewell Township

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS (Related to Resolution and Ordinance Discussion)

DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Administrator: Heating/Lighting/Air Conditioning Grants
Assessor: 

Clerk: *2010 Census Data
Construction Dept.: Re wording of Shared Services Agreement, *2010 Inspection Logs, 

                                    *January 2011 Permit Report, *Annual Report of Permit Fees

Dog Registrar: 78 Dogs Registered as of 2/10/11
Convenience Center: (Hankins) 

Economic Development: 

Engineer: “Cassidy” Court to be included in sub-division application

Environmental Commission: 

Fire Department: (Hankins) 

Insurance:
Public Works/Road: (Shoemaker) NJ Dept. of Transportation Notification of Grant Denial

Planning and Zoning Boards: (Shoemaker/Ritter) *Minutes of the January 19th Planning Board 

                                                     Meeting, *February 16th PB Meeting Agenda, Cancellation of 

                                                     February Zoning Board Meeting

             Tax & Sewer Collector: *January Cash Book Report $873,013.60 incl. interest and $50,107.12 

                                                        sewer, *2010 Annual Tax Collector’s Report  

Senior Center: (Freitag) 

*Approval of bills: Total Bills $913,073.03 on Treasurers 02/10/11 prepared list (Including Payroll/Less Hankins Bill)

*Approval of Hankins Bill ($6.98) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:

OLD BUSINESS:

COAH: (Shoemaker) 

TDR Project: (Shoemaker/Ritter) 

Community Market in Hopewell Township Business Park (Update)

*Road Signage at Route 49 Curve

NEW BUSINESS  

*Resolution No. 11-23: Resolution Authorizing 1/12 Appropriations of 2010 Budget

*American Littoral Society Request to Pass a Resolution Supporting the Continuation of the State’s   Open Space In-Lieu-Of Tax Payments

*2011 Salary Ordinance No. 11-02: Introduction

CDC: (Hankins) 

CORRESPONDENCE & NOTES & FILINGS include: The Ritter Law Office Sheriff’s Sale notice for #1 Oak Drive (January 31, 2011), NJ Department of Environmental Protection notice of open public comment period regarding drinking water intended use plan, NJ Office of Land Use Planning public notice for the public meeting for the Draft Sewer Service Area to the Lower Delaware, Verizon Franchise Fee received ($5,550.67), NJLM Governor signs A-2844 and S-1466 into law, Mayor’s Newsline Newsletter.

Solicitor’s Report: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: (COAH Conference)

ADJOURN

Eugene Daddario, Municipal Clerk

cc: 

Committee,   

Township Bulletin Bd.,  

Sol. T. H. Ritter, Sol. Matthew Ritter

