 Approved
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

                     MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

December 23, 2010 
Flag Salute

Sunshine Statement:

In compliance with the 'Open Public Meetings Law' the Regular Meeting was duly advertised by an annual notice sent to the News of Cumberland County, the Press of Atlantic City, and WSNJ on January 15, 2010. Notices were placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on the same date.  
Officials Present: Hankins, Facemyer, Freitag, Shoemaker, Ritter. Others Present: Sol. T. Henry Ritter, Clerk E. Daddario, Treasurer Lois Buttner. Others: Zarko Rajacich, Bruce Cobb and Planning Board Member Alfred Caggiano, Jr.

Facemyer, seconded by Freitag, moved for Approval of Minutes of 12/9/10 Regular Meeting. Approved (5-0). 

Facemyer, seconded by Freitag, moved for Approval of Minutes of 12/9/10 Closed Executive Session Meeting. Approved (5-0).

Facemyer, seconded by Shoemaker, moved for Approval of Minutes of 11/8/10 Special Joint Meeting of the Alloway Township Committee, Upper Deerfield Township Committee, Hopewell Township Committee and Bostwick Lake Commission. Approved (5-0)
Ritter, seconded by Shoemaker, moved to approve the Treasurers Report of 12/23/10 as submitted. Approved (5-0).

DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Administrator has received word from the New Jersey Clean Energy Program that the Direct Install Grant Program has increased equipment BTU thresholds for 2011 which will allow the Hopewell Township application to be reconsidered. Dog Registrar has issued 537 Licenses as of 12/23/10. Convenience Center: 2010 Holiday Schedule was announced as follows: Closed December 25th & January 1st, Open December 27th, 28th, 29th and January 3rd. Insurance: 2011 Hopewell Township Policy Package and Hopewell/Stow Creek Fire Co. Coverage will be issued before January 1, 2011 through Colson and Gosweiler Insurance and Financial Services. Public Works/Road: Salt Brine Applicator was ordered from U.S. Municipal on Friday, December 10. Delivery is expected end of January. Tax & Sewer Collector submitted the November Cash Book Report ($1,315,275.05 incl. interest and $55,520.41 sewer).

A bill list dated 12/23/10 prepared by Treasurer Buttner was provided. Ritter, seconded by Facemyer, motion for Approval of bills totaling $410,711.28 on the prepared list (Including Payroll) was approved 5-0. 

The Mayor asked if there were any questions or comments and opened the meeting to PUBLIC COMMENTS. Zarko Rajacich requested an update on the proposed Community Market in the Business Park, the progress of possible shared service arrangements with neighboring municipalities and the status of future revaluation of property assessments in the Township. Mayor Hankins briefly outlined the existing shared services and inter-local agreements already in place. He also noted that the Township is currently part of a shared service study, being conducted by Triad Associates, which includes many Cumberland County Municipalities. The Mayor also noted that with budget constraints and the stagnant housing market, the Committee has not moved forward with the costly revaluation process. Al Caggiano, Jr. praised the Hopewell/Stow Creek Fire Department for their efforts and skilled handling of a recent brush fire on land owned by Sunny Slope Farms. Bruce Cobb again thanked the Committee for their efforts to form and give direction to The Bostwick Commission. There being no further public comment, at 7:327pm, Ritter, seconded by Facemyer, moved the meeting to OLD BUSINESS.
OLD BUSINESS:
T. Henry Ritter discussed the status of the Community Market in Hopewell Township Business Park. He noted that contracts have been fully executed. He also reviewed the details discussed with the Township Engineer pertaining to the pending sub-division application.
A proposed Construction Permit Fee Schedule was briefly discussed showing comparisons to neighboring townships. The Committee members suggested construction department officials attend a future Township Committee meeting to discuss their concerns.
The Clerk distributed copies of a letter to Senator Stephen M. Sweeney supporting Hopewell Township Committee’s position to limit the authority of the state’s Local Unit Alignment, Reorganization and Consolidation (LUARC) Commission. Assemblywoman Celeste M. Riley and Assemblyman John J. Burzichelli will also be copied.
NEW BUSINESS  
The following resolutions were approved:
Township of Hopewell, County of Cumberland 

RESOLUTION No. 10-65
Resolution Approving Shared Service Agreement 
WHEREAS, the Township of Hopewell is in the process of obtaining the equipment necessary to allow Township employees to apply a salt brine solution to Township roads prior to predicted incidents of inclement winter weather; and 

WHEREAS, Shiloh Borough has a need to maintain their roads in inclement winter weather without purchasing salt brine equipment; and

WHEREAS, the Hopewell Township will be applying brine on roads within Hopewell Township, prior to inclement winter weather; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Hopewell is willing to apply a salt brine solution on Shiloh Borough roads, prior to inclement winter weather, at a cost to Shiloh Borough of $75.00 per application.

 NOW, THEREFORE be it resolved by the Hopewell Township Committee that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a Shared Services Agreement with Shiloh Borough for salt brine applications, on the terms set forth above.  

Motion By: Ritter





Second By: Shoemaker

Aye: Hankins, Facemyer, Freitag, Ritter, Shoemaker

Nay: None 

Absent:
 None





             Abstain: None

                                         Township of Hopewell, County of Cumberland




   RESOLUTION No. 10-66

Emergency Management Coordinator Appointment

WHEREAS, Hopewell Township is in the need of the services of an Emergency Management Coordinator, and Gary VanMeter has served the Township as the Emergency Management Coordinator most capably in this capacity for years; and 
WHEREAS, the Hopewell Township Committee must show the appointment of an Emergency Management Coordinator to the County prior to the new year starting January 1, 2011.  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hopewell Township Committee hereby re-appoints Gary VanMeter to the position of Emergency Management Coordinator for another three year term, effective January 1, 2011 until December 31, 2013.
Motion by: Facemyer  




Second by:  Freitag
Aye: Hankins, Facemyer, Freitag, Ritter, Shoemaker
Nay: None
Absent: None






Abstain: None
Facemyer, seconded by Ritter, moved for Approval of Hopewell/Stow Creek Fire Co. miscellaneous expenses reimbursement ($1,314.88) contingent upon approval by the Stow Creek Township Committee.
Approved (5-0)

CORRESPONDENCE & NOTES & FILINGS include: Duane and Lois Cruzan thank you cards, Ritter Law Office letter to Theodore Baker (Bostwick Lake Commission), letter to Michael Alfieri (1 Oak Drive clean-up request), Cumberland County Utilities Authority agenda for December 16th meeting, NJ Conference of Mayors statement regarding Interest Arbitration Reform, DCA Local Finance Notice, NJLM invitation to 19th Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day (February 16), A-3393 Arbitration Reform Amendments, Update on Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants, Affordable Housing Update, Executive Leadership Training for Mayors and Council Presidents.
Solicitor’s Report: T. Henry Ritter received a letter earlier in the day from Alloway Township Solicitor, Adam I. Telsey, pertaining to the formation of the Bostwick Lake Commission. He, along with Upper Deerfield Township Solicitor, Theodore Baker, will review the information and discuss it with the Committee at a later date.
At 8:06pm Freitag, seconded by Facemyer, moved the meeting into EXECUTIVE SESSION for the purpose of discussing pending litigation and personnel appointments.

At 8:52pm the meeting was returned to Open Session. 
There being no further business Freitag, seconded by Facemyer, motion to ADJOURN was approved by all. Mayor Hankins adjourned the meeting at 8:53pm.
Eugene Daddario, Municipal Clerk

cc: 

Committee,   

Township Bulletin Bd.,  

Sol. T. H. Ritter, Sol. Matthew Ritter
Happy Holidays!!
Final

AGENDA

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

                                          REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

December 23, 2010 

Flag Salute

Sunshine Statement:

In compliance with the 'Open Public Meetings Law' the Regular Meeting was duly advertised by an annual notice sent to the News of Cumberland County, the Press of Atlantic City, and WSNJ on January 15, 2010. Notices were placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on the same date.  

Roll Call: Township Committee:  Hankins, Freitag, Facemyer, Ritter, Shoemaker;   Others:

*Approval of Minutes of 12/9/10 Regular Meeting 

*Approval of Minutes of 12/9/10 Closed Executive Session Meeting 

*Approval of Minutes of 11/8/10  Special Joint Meeting of the Alloway Township Committee, Upper Deerfield Township Committee, Hopewell Township Committee and Bostwick Lake Commission

Treasurers Report: 

DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Administrator: Direct Install Grant for 2011 has increased thresholds and may allow Hopewell Township application to reconsidered.

Assessor: 

Clerk: 

Construction Dept.: 

Dog Registrar: 537 Licenses issued as of 12/09/10 

Convenience Center: (Hankins) 2010 Holiday Schedule: Closed December 25th & January 1st, Open December 27th, 28th, 29th and January 3rd.

Economic Development: 

Engineer: Business Park Subdivision Meeting (December 22)

Environmental Commission: 

Fire Department: (Hankins)   

Insurance: (Facemyer/Ritter) 2011 Hopewell Township Policy Package and Hopewell/Stow Creek Fire Co. Coverage will be issued before January 1, 2011.

Public Works/Road: (Shoemaker) Salt Brine Applicator was ordered from U.S. Municipal on Friday, December 10. Delivery is expected end of January.

Planning and Zoning Boards: (Shoemaker/Ritter) 

Tax & Sewer Collector: *November Cash Book Report $1,315,275.05 incl. interest and $55,520.41 sewer

Senior Center: (Freitag) 

*Approval of bills: Total Bills $410,711.28 on Treasurers 12/23/10 prepared list (Including Payroll).

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:

OLD BUSINESS:

COAH: (Shoemaker) 

TDR Project: (Shoemaker/Ritter) 

Community Market in Hopewell Township Business Park (Update)

*Proposed Construction Permit Fee Schedule

*Letter to Senator Stephen M. Sweeney supporting Hopewell Township Committee’s position to limit the authority of the state’s Local Unit Alignment, Reorganization and Consolidation (LUARC) Commission

NEW BUSINESS  

*Resolution No. 10-65: Resolution Approving Shared Services Agreement

*Resolution No. 10-66: Emergency Management Coordinator Appointment

Approval of Hopewell/Stow Creek Fire Co. miscellaneous expenses reimbursement

CDC: 
CORRESPONDENCE & NOTES & FILINGS include: Duane and Lois Cruzan thank you cards, Ritter Law Office letter to Theodore Baker (Bostwick Lake Commission), letter to Michael Alfieri (1 Oak Drive clean-up request), Cumberland County Utilities Authority agenda for December 16th meeting, NJ Conference of Mayors statement regarding Interest Arbitration Reform, DCA Local Finance Notice, NJLM invitation to 19th Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day (February 16), A-3393 Arbitration Reform Amendments, Update on Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants, Affordable Housing Update, Executive Leadership Training for Mayors and Council Presidents.

Solicitor’s Report: 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: (If Needed)

ADJOURN

Eugene Daddario, Municipal Clerk

cc: 

Committee,   

Township Bulletin Bd.,  

Sol. T. H. Ritter, Sol. Matthew Ritter

Happy Holidays!!

